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Braves Usirep States M. NT, 
Dahlohnega, Ist Jan,, 1840; 
To the Hon. Senators and Members of the House of | 

Representatives from Georgia, in Congress of the | 

United States now assembled, 

Gentlemen,—In anticipation of another attack up- 
on the braneh Mints, so fir aa this branchis concern- 
ed, T'feel it to be my dnty to arm you with every | 
wenpon of defence which lies in my power, found- 
od'on such faets as you may rely upon. Should it 
avail you any thine, however stall, my object will 
be fully aceomplishead. 
objeet-of the Goverment in establishing her 
braneh Mints, igno doubt sufficiently obvious without 
requiring further comment, Suifice it to say the ob- 
Joct wasn good one, and done in accordance with the 
prayer of nlaree portion of petitioners from this see. 
Hon of her gold region; the granting of whieh could 
“not he viewed! othervise than a dona tion, at least so 
long as the abject is attained for which the g 

wasiinde., Tt moy be usked how fir (hig oli} 
beau attained? The answer is, in the firat pltee, it 
haa catalilished a uniform increased value of xt lonst 
? percent, ja the price of our gold bullion. fy thie 
secon place it gives ia a circulating constitutional 
in Which there caw bene doubt, And the 
y iid by no mens the less! advantage ia, 
it hae defented, and will eventually put a eto) ta a 
nefarious practicn amonget us of fmndlalonde inixinge 
the baser motals with voli, inthe procasy of me Lin, 
by which a number of innocent purchasers have bec 
materily injured. All ofwhieh, viewad in counee- 
tion with Ui prent advantages ofaflording us « plice 
for imminfhetaring our 2 coimmodity:, wlitesh 
we cannot establish ov thout violating 
of the best obligati into by ant 
And the articl we ana, 
from the recent re i 
continued by the same paopile, fe siti. 

Upon talking into eo ration the wapropitivus 
time oF cominencing our operations in 1238, 0 
to the Ereat ca); for tranve to remove the Indi 
and jo make ap tl i 


antfaetarad 
ilt of snr e¢ 


“lorida eaunpaigns then ardered 
by the Govermaint, and this added to the 
risein the price af cotton, it could not reas iy be 
expected that we would have done bette un weidic 
during that y er of aur th 


‘of miners to compete with the w olf 


d antl sOllree of em 
which our miners edul 
ful competition with. ‘T'his 
8, nant will no doubt to the com- 
nil, 0 rible improvement | 
i the art of mi c lL inevitably tke place 
before a distant d, when we confidently look 
forward ta the mining busi Paramount to al 
ed snetess in 
r+ beds of ob- 
Kiang in th 
ery di 
beyond the possibility 
t source from which our 
l their treasures, are be. & 
more aud more developed; L mean our cold 
veins, which our regien sbotunds jn, are daily open- | 
Ing new of ininense profit to the miner, and 
the fnrthor we penetrate them, the richer they appear 
to got. An eminent and respectable miner, now 
operating in this vicinity, atan aycrage profit of two 
thousand dollars a year to the hand, and who has | 
hacia cotton planter, estimates a bushel of ovr cold | 
yein ore, which will yield 25 cents, to he equal to | 
cotton at 2) cents per pound, and proportionately 
the same in compe And lam contident that 
Tam within bounds by ing, that there are nd vei 
inines now under operation, within my kaow! 
but whot yields 50 ceuts per bushel, and from this to 
five, ahd even os highas ten dollars por bushe 
Our machinery is yet very inidequate, thench 
ing daily; imperfect as it is, the produc 
Wes 18 Very astonishing 1 prompt 
fully to the beliaf that vapital w eronded with: 
improved machinery suitable to te importunce of | 
the enterprize, And the firat that succeeds as they 
shotwld, and will no doubt, onr vein mines will be iy 
greater demand than ever our deposit m 
and they are more nAMNeTONS Here 


d by thie State, offi 
ployment for our laborer: 
not enter iat 
latter yet contin 
pletion of the ro 


depos 
coming 


lie. 
regions hitherto discovered upon the-faee-of the 
 eurtth. t 


On Alay nOpsis 
Government 


for © 
y {eture years, 
eetly wh 
lishment; wii 
its utility, cannot be received as a 
matter of much importante in the doctrine of general 
Tetrenc t peiditarcs of the Government; 
CSpecia. when compared to the va: amount of | 
ent ih Gther sections of the Union for pure 
poses of much less importance. 2 


required to cont 
woparod wit 


SAE Ee 
now only wemaine for me te: 
of (hee 
tal 


TMsie, wathe 


> u { expendiurea ft 
hich will bea fae eeeeah ee fotuve ie 


‘ erize for feature: ye rill 
enable Ley to judge pretty eo tye wheter bn 
“requirod to continue” tablishment: whieh, when | 
comparad with its utility, camior be reegvedas p | 
Matter of much importance tn the doctrine af general | 
retrenchment inthe expenditures of the Goverayent 
especially when compared to the vust nimount of 
y spent ty other ions of the Unitan lor pars 
importance ; 
ground, buildings, machinery, tools, fixture 
hemical Aparatus, could not have hi 
Government lass than $75,000, tle whole of oh 
iterally speaking, must be lost ifthe Broach Mint 
law is repealed. In which event, l cannot anti 
pate the course which will be adopted in disposin 


of this vast pile ofexpensive articles, butwill veuture 


| 


the See they are disposed of in the ysnal 
way (by public outery) the whele wil t bring 
$18,000" I y) le will not bring : 
Ourexpenses for 1839 will not exceed $12,159, | 
which amount will be diminished the ensuing year, 
as willbe seen by my estimate for 1849, ‘Ihe same 
$11,500) will be sufiicient to cover the annual ex- 
penses m future, under the present arrangement. 
We commenced ouroperations on the 12th day of 
February, 1838, in x very incomplete manner, and 
from that time to the Ist of January following, we 
received $141,763.47 cents worth of gold bullion, 
and out of which we coined during the same period 
$102,913. Wereceived in 1839, $112,739 78 centa 
worth of gold bullion, aud have comed during the 
same period $128,880. Itis more than probable that 
a large portion of the amount of bullion received in 
| 1838, had been accumulating for i 
and itisegnally certain that the y 
bullion received in 1839, has been 


mines during the same period. Fro may | 
reasonably calculate that th singss of mining isig- 


creasing; and to compare this with whatwe may with | 
safety calculate upon for the reevipts of the ensuing | 
year, based apon the low price of cotton, the quanti- | 
ty and cheapuess of provisions, the scareity ofinoney, | 
the fall in the price of labor, the lessened demand 

for Southern troops, the improvement in the art of 
imining, and the continued new overies of rich 
gold mines, there canbe but very little doubt bat 
the ipts of bullion the ¢ year (1840) will 
greatly exeecd, if not double the amount received in 
any form iy. And own prospects for an endless 
continuation ofthe sume are very good. 

All of which being before the eves of oir entire 
Gold Region, ie it possible, or is iteven probuble, | 
that eur tree, rich and enterprising Government 
will, iu ene year, spend her millions in exalting the 
prospects of a large portion of her industrions eiti- 
zens in thelr efforts to throw into circulation a Con- 
stitutional currency of fur more value to themselves 
and their country than all the paper trash ever 
issued; and the very next year, asit were, blast the 
F same prospects by withholding the pitiful sum ofa 
few thousand dollars, It is not believed here, and J 
trust will not be the ease. If we, the miners, had 
F the same control over our bullion that the balance 
ofthe agricultural regions of the Barth have over 
heirprineipal commodity, we 
same cause of complamtin the event of a diseon- 
tinuance of the Branch Mints, They can put up iv 
any shape, for joice and profit, the product’ 
- of their lands, ile we are compelled to dispose oF 
) the product of our Iwnds in a certain way, and that 
! ata price much below its real value, aud this be- 
1 cause we haye deprived ourselves of the right to 

coin our own money for the general good. Sheer 
! justice to the entire South imperiously demands a 
continuation of the Branch nts in their present 
degree of usefulness, 

I trust it will mot be deemed amiss in me here to 
nicntion to the honorable Delesation, by way ofan | 
humble sugmestion, that which we stand mush in 
lof, and which would greatly facilitate the dis- 
of tho different minerals peculiar to this see- 
-. A branch of the National Ca- 
| binet of Minerals located at this branch of the Mint, 
i would not only be an acquisition to the establish- 
ment at Washington, but would be of incaleulable 
advantase to this section of the country; a8 it 1s 


; 
ons prodiee all the ya- 
'luable specimens sot by the Goverment; | 

and the place where they are most apt to be obtain- | 
_ ed, is the place where the greatest jnducements 
should be hald ont for theirdiscovery. A very 
1 Litt id, I have no doul 
lions in. value, which oth- 
erwl Over. 

Tt is an almost every day occurre 
als to bring specimens to the Mint fc 
of ascertain And 


fer individu- 


eller of 
sortain by a proper Ghemlen! analy 
lun af tie arvcles when prone 
lead to matty fiaportent dikcoverios, And, Ip ny | 
\ 
} 


humble qpinios, ie best way for thi ty te ileave Lt 
te plone a emiall amin of muney st the dispoaal al | 
ihe Agaayer, ty cuable {ili tea sonetanily ott 
‘hhoad fhe proper testa ior any’ anal on witiel 
delat be ated, She he Payyeinae Hf ascertaining: | 
tliehe ti ter; which, with a small ingyonse 


al ivendien, world. omen p 1 the FREE Ot a 


ale, ina 


he Narunel Caliirie 

. nmmntey whieh alana ite iyi eS | 

variety at Minwrals, And at editions) ap inv | 

tian ef one thaneqad dollars a year weuld be ty 
operat for tien dapper tandualiplts. —- 


4 h we coined 
$102,913. We received in 18 


worth of gold bullion, 
same period $128,880. Tti 
a large p 


the fall im the price of the lessened demoed 


| for Southern troops, the in nent inthe art of 
miuing, and the continued new discoveries of rich | 
gold mines, there can be-but very little dou 
the reecipts of bullion the ensuing year (18 
greatly exceed, if not double the amount received in| 
any former year. And our prospects for an endless | 
| continuation of the same are yery good. 
All of which hemg hefore the eves of onr entire | 
Gold Region, ia it possible, or is it even probable. 
that our free, rich ond enterprising Government 
will, in one year, spend Iver millions in exalting the 
t préspects of a large portion of her industrious eiti- 
fons in their efforts to throw into circulation a Con- 
stitutional currency of far more value to themselves 
jand their couvtry than all the paper trash ever 


issued; and the very next year, as it were, blast the 


f any 
of tl 


degree of usefulness, 
J trust it will not be deemed amiiss in me here to | 
mention to the honorable Delegation, by way ofan 
humble suggestion, that which we stand much in 
| need of, and which would greatly facilitate the dis- 
| covery of the different minerals peculiar to this sec- 
tion of ourcountry. A branch of the National Ca- 
binet of Minerals located at this branch of the Mint, 
would not ouly be an acquisition to the establish- 
ment at Washington, but would be of incalculable 
adyantage to this section of the country; as it is 
| certain that the mining regions produce all the va- 
| luable specimens sought alter by the Government, 
and the place where they are most apt to be obtain- 
ed, is the place where the greatest inducements 
should be held out for their discove A yery small 
annual appropriution would, 1 haveno doubt, be the 
means of discovering millions in value, which oth- 
| erwise will be hidden forever, 
Jt is an almost every day oecurrence for individu- | 
als to bring specimens to the Mint for the purpose 
of ascertaining their value. And without the qual- 
ity or value of the article is so palpably obvious as 
not to admit of a doubt, without proper Chemical 
test, they go off as they came. If the Government 
would oaly make it obligatory on the Assayer, or 
some other officer of this branch of the Mit, to as- 
certain by a proper Chemical nalysis, the true ya- 
lue of the articles when p: ted, it would no doubt 
lead to many important diseoyen And, in my 
humble opinion, the best way for this to be done is | 
to place a small sum of money at the disposal of | 
the Assayer, to enable him to keep constantly on 
hand the proper tests for any and all minerals. which, 
cht be presented, for the purpose of ascertaining 
sue character; which, with a small merease 
alay ans all the purposes of a 
of the National Cabinet of Minerals, i a. 
of country which abounds in almost every 
variety of Minerals, And an additional pee 
jon of one thousand dollars a year would be amply 
ficient for this important object.—— seer al 


branch 


en, in an humbl 
d to throw to oe 
i fc Hope that; 

| jor, a few eas, inthe hope that, bum). 

they. are, something may be % athered from them, 

which will be of benefit to youm your efforts to sus- 


tain our infamt Branch Mint, should it become neces- 


§ and 2 Go) disposa! 
Jhavethe honor, gentier : 

y very re ful fellow-ciizen. 
pe respects. J. SINGLETON, 
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Frsrvuary 6, 1843. 


Read twice, and laid upon the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. Marx A. Cooprr, by leaye af the House, reported the follow- 


ing bill: 


A BILL 


Amendatory of an act establishing the branch mint at Dahlo- 
nega, Georgia, and defining the duties of assayer and coiner. 


1 


10 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 'That 
an act passed the thirteenth day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, to amend anact entitled « An 
act to establish branches of the mint of the United States,” 
passed the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-five, be, and it is hereby, shored and amended so 
as to transfer the duties of melter and refiner from the as- 
sayer to the coiner; and that all laws and parts of laws mili- 


tating against this be, and they are hereby, repealed. 
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